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IN THE LAST WEEK OF JUNE, the University of
Education in Schwäbisch Gmünd, Germany,
hosted the last transnational 2-day meeting of
the iTILT2 project partners. One of the main
goals of the meeting was to finalize the iTILT2
Handbook, which focuses on better
understanding of the notion of task and taskbased language learning, and offers related
practical guidelines for the creation of
technology-enhanced language tasks. The
Handbook also features practical advice based
on the pilot case studies, developed within the
framework of the project. Additionally, a list of
useful apps for language learning is included, as
well as an extensive research on the affordances
of hand-held devices for language learning.
Another important aim was to finalize the
design of the project website (www.itilt2.eu) so
that all partners could start uploading the task
videos, which they filmed in collaboration with
the participating schools, thus bringing the
project to its final phase.

FOLLOWING THE TWO-DAY MEETING, on
Wednesday, 28th of June, the final iTILT Multiplier
event took place. The main focus of the seminar
was the presentation of the research data
obtained in collaboration with schools in Germany,
Belgium, France, Wales, and Turkey. About forty
pre- and in-service teachers, as well as researchers
took part in the event. Prof. Dr. Euline Cutrim
Schmid, head of the English department and iTILT
partner in Germany greeted the audience, and
introduced them to the other project partners. Dr.
Monika Becker, the head of the International
Office at the same University then kindly
welcomed all the visitors and highlighted the
importance of international projects and especially
European collaboration. What followed was a
plenary talk from Dr. Shona Whyte, associate
professor at the Université Nice-Sophia Antipolis,
who compared presentation-practice-production
(PPP) and task-based language teaching (TBLT)
approaches, using examples from French iTILT
teachers at primary, secondary, and university
levels to illustrate differences and show how
innovative, reflective, and open practice can save
time and add value in language education.
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IN ANOTHER PLENARY TALK, Prof. Dr. Gary
Beauchamp from the Cardiff Metropolitan
University, presented innovative examples of
technology use, based on the primary school
projects developed by the Welsh team. He also
demonstrated some possible uses of mobile
technologies in the language classroom. It was
followed by a talk from Professor Thomas Irion,
who spoke about the digitalisation of the
German schools, highlighting the challenges
and opportunities they are facing. These three
talks stirred lively discussions, which continued
throughout the delicious lunch.

The afternoon sessions were more practical:
visitors took part in two hands-on workshops,
offered by our project partners and
participating teachers. Sanderin Van
Hazebrouck Thompson from the Grundschule
Eppelheim, explored the value of the app
Puppet Pals App in the foreign language
classroom, and offered concrete teaching ideas
for the EFL classroom. Tobias Damm from the
Grundschule Mutlangen showed how to
exploit the app iStop Motion in order to create
interesting and motivating language learning
tasks for young learners.

In the final plenary talk, Ton Koenraad (TELL
Consult) offered a reflective view of mobile
learning in the modern language classroom and
presented strategies and resources developed in
related EU projects.

ONE OF THE MAIN OBJECTIVES of this multiplier
event was to support collaboration among
researchers, school teachers and university
students. In Germany (as well as in France) the
iTILT partners used an approach to data
collection that supported in-service/pre-service
collaboration. Therefore, in these two contexts
the school teachers collaborated with preservice teachers to design, implement and
evaluate technology-enhanced lessons. It was
great to see that several in-service teachers and
university students who took part in the project
participated in the multiplier event and also
shared their knowledge and newly acquired
expertise with the rest of the audience. This
shows the added value of such approach.

